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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 136869 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/AFN:JKBISHOP/DHESTER:LLC 

APPROVED BY NEA:HHSAUNDERS 

L/NEA:DSMALL 

H:RFLATEN 

M/CT: FASHLEY 

S/S-0:R CASTRODALE 

017051 310540Z/23 

R 302329Z MAY 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
INFO AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 136869 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPRSSAG 

SUBJECT: POLISARIO AND INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM 
REF: (A) ALGIERS 1631, (B) STATE 135959 

1 . SHOULD THERE BE ANY REQUESTS FROM GOA FOR CLARIFICATION 
OF SUBJECT REMARKS, POINTS WHICH SOULD BE STRESSED ARE 
THAT: 


- WE BELIEVE SHAPE OF LEGISLATION PRETTY WELL DETERMINED, 
BUT IT REMAINS IN DRAFT FORM AND IS SUBJECT TO FURTHER 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 136869 

CHANGE AS IT MOVES THROUGH CONGRESS. HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES HAS NOT YET TAKEN UP BILL IN COMMITTEE, SO IT IS 
IMPOSSIBLE TO PREDICT WHEN FINAL BILL WILL EMERGE. 

- WHEN LEGISLATION IS ENACTED.IT WILL BE SUBJECT TO 
INTERPRETATION SO WECANNOT PREDICT NOW EXACTLY HOW IT 
WILL AFFECT ANY PARTY. 
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- HOWEVER, ACTS SUCH AS TAKING OF CIVILIAN HOSTAGES AND 
ATTACKS ON CIVILIAN TARGETS ARE EXPECTED TO REMAIN AMONG 
THOSE ACTS DEFINED IN BILL AS INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM. 

GIVEN POLISARIO RECORD WITH RESPECT TO ACTIONS AGAINST 
CIVILIANS, THOSE GOVERNMENTS ASSISTING POLISARIO COULD 
COME WITHIN SCOPE OF LEGISLATION. 

- ASSISTANT SECRETARY SAUNDERS' RAISING OF THIS SUBJECT 
WITH FOREIGN MINISTER WAS FOR PURPOSE OF ALERTING GOA TO 
POTENTIAL PROBLEM WHICH THIS LEGISLATION COULD POSE FOR 
OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS AND WAS NOT EXPRESSED, NOR SHOULD 
IT BE INTERPRETED, AS A THREAT. 

2. REF A BEING REPEATED TO INFO ADDRESSEES BY SEPTEL. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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